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clusively to his scientific career, while throwing interesting side-lights upon his 
character, his faithfulness to friendship, and his disinterested eagerness to assist any 
one who proved himself honest in research. 

Noteworthy among the pieces of the Appendixes is the one entitled " My Con- 
fessions," addressed to Marc Auguste Pictet in the year 1805. It is a brief picture 
of the writer's early life and scientific career, and contains nothing to recall the 
common interpretation of the word. These " Confessions " are merely a simple and 
modest statement of how Humboldt came to be what he was, with tributes of 
gratitude: first, to his parents, for the very "careful" education they gave him, and 
afterwards to everyone who befriended him in his early days. The ego, not seldom 
disagreeably prominent in confessions, is here as genuinely noble as in Marcus 
Aurelius. A. F. B. 

De l'Amazone an Pacifique par la Pampa et les Andes. Par 

Gaston Donnet. Vingt-huit Photographies. 310 pp. Paris, Librairie Ch. 
Delagrave. 1906. 

Although quite interesting, this little book need be but cursorily reviewed. The 
illustrations are poor, and the text of small comparative importance. In matters of 
history it bristles with errors. Some appreciations are true, however. For instance, 
that of the government of Chile, portraying it as an oligarchy, which is the fact, and 
to which Chile owes its strong political and military standing in South America. 
Mr. Donnet's almost contemptuous treatment of the late Emperor of Brazil and his 
fall is very much out of place. The Empire, not the" Republic, made Brazil what it 
is, and Pedro II. was not by any means out of date or superannuated, as the author 
affects to represent him. The Argentine gets off with the very true remark, that it 
is peopled with all nationalities imaginable, even Vy Argentines. 

Mr. Donnet's descriptions are generally very readable. He has well seen and 
felt the nature of the countries through which he has travelled. Some of his descrip- 
tions of animal life may suffer from exuberance. A. F. B. 

The World of To-Day. A Survey of the Lands and Peoples of the 
Globe as seen in Travel and Commerce. By A. R. Hope Hon- 
crieff. Vol. V. viii and 266 pp. Maps and Illustrations. The Gresham Pub- 
lishing Co., London. 1906. 

This fifth volume of the popular work by A. R. Hope Moncrieff deals with South 
and Central America, Mexico and the Antilles. By "popular" only the style is 
meant, for there is barely a page of the text that does not bristle with the most un- 
pardonable errors and misstatements. Of course, its spirit is thoroughly British. The 
illustrations look well, though a number of them are out of date. The text proper is 
generally unworthy of serious attention. 

Even the "Geographical and Commercial Survey" at the end is not free from 
clumsy mistakes, and in figures. And yet it is the only part of the book that may 
serve as an excuse for its publication. The diagrams are handy for the cursory 
reader, and as most of the data are taken from modern statistics, where such are 
accessible without much painstaking, there is at least an "air" of reliability about 
them. Altitudes are mostly incorrect, even where positive data exist, but the author 
only relies upon English information in most cases. Many of his hypsometric data 
in the Appendix clash glaringly with others given in the text, showing the careless 
and slovenly way in which the author has performed his task. 

A. F. B. 



